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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 12-15 are presented for examination. This office action is in response to 
the response filed on 4-18-2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 12-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Tagami et al. (5,402,171) 

Regarding claim 12, Tagami et al discloses that the claimed feature of an 
electronic camera [i.e. "camera"; 50] comprising: a recording medium [i.e. "memory 
card"; 51] removable from the camera, in which a plurality of image data are recorded 
(See Fig 49, Fig 72); a display panel [i.e. "LCD panel on the camera body"] configured 
to display image data selected from the recording medium (See col 27 line 41 ); an 
image discrimination circuit [i.e. "the reproducing section"] configured to judge whether 
the image data represents a panoramic image ["panorama image"] or not ["ordinary 
image"] (See col 27 line 8-13; "At the time of reading data from the memory card, the 
reproducing section of the electronic camera reads image control data from the memory 
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card which indicates whether the image data is an ordinary image or a panorama 
image "), based on an aspect ratio of the image data selected from the recording 
medium (See Fig 60; Nh*Nv for ordinary image, Nb*Nv for panorama image); a display 
mode setting circuit configured to set a display mode [i.e. "normal imaging mode", 
"panorama mode"] based on the result of discrimination by the image discrimination 
circuit (See col 27 line 3-6), and a display circuit configured to cause the selected image 
data [i.e. "the reproduced image"] to be displayed on the display panel according to the 
display mode set in the display mode setting circuit, wherein when the selected image 
data is judged as representing a panoramic image ["panorama image"] by the image 
discrimination circuit ["the reproducing section"), the display mode setting circuit sets a 
panoramic display mode [i.e. "panorama mode") (See col 27 line 3-16), and scrolls and 
displays [See images in Fig 62, Fig 63] on the display panel the selected panoramic 
image by [See image in Fig 61] controlling the display circuit, in accordance with an 
operation of an frame advance button [i.e. 53] (See Fig 61-63) 

Regarding claim 13, Tagami et al discloses that the display circuit has a circuit 
configured to perform a superimposed display to show which portion of a panoramic 
image is displayed in the display panel, when the panoramic display mode is set. (See 
Fig 50, Fig 60, Fig 68) 

Regarding claim 14, claim 14 is similar in scope to the claim 12, and thus the 
rejection to claim 12 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 14. 
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Regarding claim 15, claim 15 is similar in scope to the claim 13, and thus the 
rejection to claim 13 hereinabove is also applicable to claim 15. 



Application/Control Number: 09/439,890 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2672 

Response to Arguments 

In response to the applicant's argument (See Remarks p. 6) that the cited 
references do not discloses "an aspect ratio of image data is used to determine whether 
the image data represents a panoramic image", Tagami et al clearly discloses that the 
type of image data (either "ordinary image" or "panorama image") is indicated by the 
reproducing section of camera (See col 27 line 8-13), where pixels used for panorama 
image have different aspect ratio than pixels used for ordinary image (See Fig 60). 
Furthermore, it was commonly well-known in the art that the panoramic image is the 
series of normal/ordinary image representing an wider or continuous scene, therefore 
utilizing of aspect ratio of image data is necessarily required to distinguish image data 
between the normal and panoramic image. Also, Tagami et al clearly discloses that 
setting a panoramic display mode ["panorama mode"], and controlling [i.e. "scrolling"] 
the display circuit with an operation of a frame-advance button [53], (See the rejection 
hereinabove) as oppose to applicant's argument in Remark p. 6. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Daniel J. Chung whose 
telephone number is (571) 272-7657, He can normally be reached Monday-Thursday 
and alternate Fridays from 7:30am- 5:00pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
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telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Michael, Razavi, can be 
reached at (571) 272-7664. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 (Central fax) 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office 

whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 
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